
Name: Lynn Treneary

Location: South Sudan

My role: Teaching English at 
Chaima Christian Institute, 
working with the evangelist 
teams and the Mothers’ Union.

My call: Encourage and 
strengthen people in Maridi 
through faith and love to live out 
their lives as children of God.

Continued over the page

The call in action

For the joy of the Lord is our strength  
(adapted from Nehemiah 8:10 NIV)

Hello everyone

I wonder how life is treating you all, and how are you treating 
life?

After a lengthy stay in the UK, following a successful back 
operation and taking care of my parents for a while, I have made 
it back to Maridi. I was beginning to think it wasn’t in the Lord’s 
plan for me to return but here I am. I’m so glad, because I had 
made an emergency exit from Maridi with back pain and hadn’t 
said goodbye. I think many here, too, thought I wouldn’t be coming 
back. 

As is said here, the weather is not good. Meaning, the situation. 
Just what is going on, we wonder? The climate is causing famine 
and floods. The economic situation is not good. The health 
situation is appalling. The civil war is flaring up all over the place. 
Travelling by road is like playing Russian roulette. You don’t find 
many foreigners venturing into South Sudan these days. For such a 
long time our hope for the country has been in the future, but that 
hope is fading. Last week, the new Maridi police commissioner and 
his brother were killed in their home. The police commissioner had 
connections to the Tombura troubles to the west of us, and to the 
largest tribe to the north of us, who run the government and the 
army. As in the Bethel song, let’s all “Raise a hallelujah in 
the presence of our enemies. I raise a hallelujah, Heaven 
comes to fight for me”.

On a personal level, I was greeted with great joy. Just 
like family. You don’t have to bring anything with you to 
find joy in meeting up again when you love each other. It 
disappoints me that I’m not able to be of more practical 
help than I am. So much is needed. Medicine, clothes, 
school fees. In my absence, malnourished children have 
died from the ever-present malaria. Many elderly men 
and women have died, but we don’t know what from. 
Possibly COVID, but we don’t really know. Testing has 
just begun. The number of deaths has been given as 16 
but this is probably an underestimate.

Chaima is going on but I’m afraid it’s limping. There’s 
no internet, only five computers, teachers are barely 
paid, lunch is beans and dough every day. Students are 
struggling to pay fees as they are not getting paid for 
their work. And yet, and yet, and yet….

The joy of the Lord is in this place. The Lord is here in 
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power, bringing hope while there is none to be found in the world. Bringing joy where there is little but sorrow. 
Bringing love and peace in a battle-torn country. Maridi is a glorious example of somewhere we see God at work 
when we look with our spiritual eyes. May the Lord give us as much as we need. Not too little and not too much.

There is no cure for a sad and broken world like praising God and giving him thanks for our families, friends 
and neighbours and all our other blessings. When the world wants to beat you down, stare it in the face and call 
it a liar. For our God is with us and he fills us with all that is good despite every challenge we are going through.

I’m always learning how to be closer to God through the attitudes and behaviour of my friends here. Today 
was very wonderful. Theologians and scholars may have their place but give me the singing and dancing of 
the children, youth and adults. It is sometimes said that African Christianity is a mile wide and an inch deep. 
I disagree. I think there would be many more suicides if that were so. Some of us have nothing to give but our 
hearts. We don’t have higher education, we don’t have money and plenty, we don’t even have wisdom and 
knowledge, we are unable to fix anything and we are tired, but I remember Jesus telling us which are the most 
important commandments. Love God and love 
your neighbour. This I see in action.

I’ve been offered the role of chaplain to the 
students of Chaima and Haddow Secondary 
school. I’m so thankful. I’ve been being 
prepared for this. Especially now, all need 
encouraging to be covered in “the full armour 
of God, ready to stand firm against the devil’s 
evil schemes” (Ephesians 6:11). We also need 
to encourage those around us with our faith 
in the Lord’s protection. I’m being prepared 
too for my role in the Kingdom of God when I 
return to the UK as my mother and father will 
need me there to care for them before too 
long.

Please may I ask you to pray for all leaders 
in South Sudan: government, army, church. 
Can we humble ourselves, stand in the gap 
and ask to be forgiven for our sins? Theirs, 
ours. Those of all the human race. We need 
reinforcement of the hedge of protection 
around Maridi. May the Lord protect his lambs. 
And pray for the safe journey of the mission 
team as we travel to Ezo next week (7 Oct) for 
the consecration of the new bishop.

Dear supporters of CMS in Maridi. Thank you 
for your faithful prayers and offerings. May God 
continue to bless you with plenty to be able to 
take care of the needy.

With love in Christ Jesus

Lynn

Photos from top to bottom: Some members 
of the Chaima management team; Haddow 
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You can give to Lynn at:  
churchmissionsociety.org/treneary

Contact details:  
ltreneary@gmail.com
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