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Minutes of St. Andrew’s Annual Parish Church Meeting 2020 

Thursday 15th October 2020  7.00pm in Church 
 

 

 
Rev Janice Hill, Team Rector and Chairman, welcomed everyone and opened the meeting with 
Prayer, explaining that the meeting related to 2019 and had been postponed from Spring 2020 
due to Corona Virus restrictions.  
 
Attendance had been pre-booked, to ensure compliance with Corona Virus restrictions.       
In Attendance: Rev Janice Hill, Rev Simon Elliott, Karen Blanchard, Gill Grace, Keith Wilkinson, 
Tricia Hugo, Dan Hugo, Helen Fawcett, Dennis Fawcett, Alison Crawford, Simon Rennie,  
Molly Rennie, Claire Sherman, Dave Sherman, Geoff Walker, Brian Blanchard, David Ward, 
Margaret Hubbard, Bruce Hubbard. (19) 
Apologies: Rev Dave Hamlett – and many others unable to attend due to the current Corona 
Virus situation. 
 
The Agenda consisted of two meetings – the first for the election of Churchwardens, the second 
the Annual Church Meeting, for those on the Electoral Roll.  
 

The Annual Meeting of Parishioners for the Election of Churchwardens  (AMP) 
Wardens’ Report for 2019 by Keith Wilkinson: 
 
I have consulted with my fellow warden Gill Grace and this is therefore our joint report. 

 
We are blessed with a number of volunteers who work, on a rota, as sides people ensuring the 
congregation safely enter the Church and are provided with Service information.  We have a lead 
side person who, in the absence of wardens, oversees their duties and liaises with the Ministry 
team.  Volunteers work as baptism, wedding and funeral teams.  Dennis Fawcett retired as organist 
and choir master, but in a seamless swap of roles Gareth Edwards took over, with Dennis joining 
the choir. 
Members of the PCC perform a pivotal role in the decision making and guiding our direction.  We 
thank them all and make special mention of the Secretary and Treasurer, with support from the 
finance, fabric and social sub committees, they keep the PCC informed. 
As our building is a public building, normal safety checks continue and where we can, we make 
improvements in line with our long term plan.  We also rely on volunteers to weekly clean the church 
and hall, wind the clock, arrange flowers, maintain the church grounds and manage the hall. Small 
repairs and improvements are carried out when needed. Without these people we could not 
continue. The platform is now usable but will require further adjustment of the handrails.  The 
children’s corner has been extended and improved.  An update of the sound system has been 
completed. 
Communication continues to play a major part in the delivery of our service.  Our thanks go to Louise 
Edwards for managing the website. The Clergy and PCC will continue to explore innovative 
initiatives to reach out to the wider community.  We once again hosted Woodlands Hospice for their 
Memorial Service for which they provided a Christmas Tree. This was kept in place for the two 
extremely well attended Christingle Services on Christmas Eve. 
It has been a difficult time of adjustment for all members of the congregation, many of whom have 
been loyal to the church for many years.  Some have held, and continue to hold, positions in the 
organisation. Their experience, advice and support given to Gill and I, has been very much 
appreciated. 
We are blessed that we do have a clergy team including our readers who are approachable and a 
pleasure to work with. 
Finally, it is our belief that the role of church warden should have a limited term and others should 
feel confident to volunteer with that understanding, and not feel that it is a job for life.  Gill and I are 
prepared to do a further term but if you feel that you are being called to that role, please feel happy 
to make it known. 
Gill Grace  Keith Wilkinson   Church Wardens 
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Minutes of St. Andrew’s Annual Parish Church Meeting 2020 

Thursday 15th October 2020  7.00pm in Church 
 

 

Election of Wardens 
Two nominations had been received for the position of Church Warden – 
Keith Wilkinson   Proposed: Geoff Walker     Seconded: Brian Blanchard 
Gillian Grace  Proposed: Brian Blanchard Seconded:  Geoff Walker 
 
In the absence of any other nominations, Keith and Gill were duly re-elected as Church Wardens 
for St Andrew’s. 
Janice thanked Keith and Gill for continuing in this important role. 
 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
Minutes of the APCM held on April 28th 2019 had been previously circulated. 
The Minutes were accepted as a true record by all present. 
 
Proposed: Geoff Walker   Seconded:  Simon Rennie   All in favour 

 
Presentation of Electoral Roll 
Report by Geoff Walker, Electoral Roll Officer: 
Following the 2019 New Electoral Roll presented to the 2019 APCM on the 28th April 2019 there 
were 131 Electors.    Since then and including the 2020 Revision between the 9th September and 
the 27th September 2020 the following changes were applied for the reasons stated: 
Additions   7 
Removal by request  2 
Known Bereavement 3 
Net Increase   2  

Based on the known information available at the present time, I therefore commend 
to the APCM the revised number of electors as of this evening is 133 
 

The Chairman expressed the thanks of the meeting to Geoff for the work he has done in 
maintaining and updating the Electoral Roll. 
 
Presentation of Reports for 2019 
Annual Church Report  
The Report was approved by the PCC, had been on public display in Church and on the Church 
website, was accepted by the meeting and will now be submitted to the Charity Commission. 
 
Proposed: Bruce Hubbard   Seconded:  Geoff Walker  All in favour  
 
Final Accounts  
The Final Accounts for 2019 were included within the Annual Report and had been approved by 
the PCC and examined by CVS, prior to their inclusion. 
In a brief summary of St Andrew’s financial situation, Janice told the meeting that we continue to 
spend more than we receive, but are blessed with the legacies we receive. 
 
Gift Aid and Planned Giving 
A report by the Gift Aid and Planned Giving Secretary, Geoff Walker, had been available to view in  
Church and on the Church website. 

 
Deanery Synod and Church Organisations 
A booklet had been available to view in Church and on the Church website, giving 15 Reports 
from: African Pastors Fellowship, Children’s Society, Christian Aid, Church Mission Society, 
Women’s Fellowship, Flower Group, Luncheon Club, Open Doors, Sefton North Deanery Synod, 
Parish Magazines, Prayer Shawl Ministry, 1st & 2nd Maghull (St Andrew’s) Rainbows,  
8th Maghull (St Andrew’s) Brownies, 1st Maghull (St Andrew’s) Guide Unit and the The Card Stall. 
The meeting approved this booklet. 
Proposed: Geoff Walker   Seconded:  Bruce Hubbard   All in favour 
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Minutes of St. Andrew’s Annual Parish Church Meeting 2020 

Thursday 15th October 2020  7.00pm in Church 
 

 

 
Elections 

PCC Representatives:   
No nominations had been received for the six PCC vacancies. 
Janice reminded the meeting that these vacancies will remain open and could be filled at any 
time. 
 
With thanks to Eileen King and Brian Blanchard for their 3 years of service on the PCC. 
 
Deanery Synod Representatives 
Each of the three Deanery Synod Representatives standing down wished to remain in the role.  
There were therefore three nominations received for the four Deanery Synod vacancies. 
Helen Fawcett Proposed: Dennis Fawcett     Seconded: Gillian Grace 
Geoff Walker   Proposed: Keith Wilkinson     Seconded: Alison Crawford 
Bruce Hubbard   Proposed: Karen Blanchard    Seconded: Geoff Walker 
 
In the absence of any other nominations, Helen, Geoff and Bruce were duly re-elected as Deanery 
Synod Representatives for St Andrew’s.  One Deanery Synod vacancy remains. 
Janice thanked them for continuing in this role. 
 
Appointment 
Independent Examiner:   
The meeting was in agreement that Sefton CVS should continue to act as Independent Examiner 
for St Andrew’s church. 
 
Janice explained to the meeting that Sides People are now appointed by the PCC, not at the 
APCM, as was previously the case. 
 
Rector’s Report 
Janice read her Team Report for 2019.  
 
2019 was a positive year for the Church of England in Maghull and Melling with many highlights 
for the team as a whole and the individual Churches. 
We are continuing to work towards our aims and mission through the Greatest Commandment 
and the Great Commission. Our focus on achieving THE 80, which was agreed at our 4 parish 
away day in 2018, is continuing and good progress is being made. 
New congregations and initiatives are sprouting up …..to name but a few …. 

• Church 4 All continues to develop and grow with its move to St Peters in the Autumn. 

• MMC3G began with many events planned throughout the year. 

• The Bereavement group started at St Peters 

• A new pattern of Memorial Service across the team across the year was launched 
We are blessed by our Team Prayer group who faithfully meet and pray for Maghull and Melling 
and our mission and ministry. 
Our Team fellowship, through the Mens breakfast and Girls Night in,  this year formed part of our 
contribution to the Bishop in Mission in the spring alongside blessing our community in the square. 
I am grateful to all who helped with this ….we will never know what seeds we might have planted. 
The spiritual life of the Church was enriched by our Team Bible studies, Alpha and a number of 
quiet mornings alongside our regular worship and special services, which this year included a 
celebration of age service.  
It was another year of comings and goings. In March we welcomed the Revd Dave Hamlett our 
Team Vicar with oversight of Mission and Ministry with the Third Age.  And then in June we said 
goodbye to Revd Penny Leeman. In November we completed our clergy team with the arrival of 
the Revd Simon Elliott as the Team Vicar with oversight for Children and Families Mission. Also in 
November, our Reader Pat Dunbar, began her new post as Outreach Pastoral Worker.  
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Minutes of St. Andrew’s Annual Parish Church Meeting 2020 

Thursday 15th October 2020  7.00pm in Church 
 

 

I am grateful to our team of Readers - Claire Sherman, Dave Sherman, Edith Sinjakli and Pat 
Dunbar - for their continued contribution to the worship and ministry of our team. Edith has 
announced that she will be retiring as a Reader in February 2020 and we thank her and God for 
her ministry- she will however continue to contribute to our team in various ways.   
Revd Marion Simmons accepted the role as Chaplain to the Mothers Union at St Thomas and is 
now looking at how this might operate across the whole team. I am grateful to Marion for her 
ongoing contribution to our worship.  
We had changes in our Team of Church Wardens - with thanks to those who competed their term 
of office, thanks to those who accepted God’s call to this ministry and thanks to those who 
continue to serve in this role.  
The Church is the body of Christ and it is made of many members.  I have mentioned but a few 
here because we are all called by God and given gifts to use in his service - I am grateful that so 
many in our Churches respond to God’s call and contribute to the mission and ministry of the 
Church of England in Maghull and Melling.  
Remembering our verse for 2020 “Watch for the new thing that I am going to do” Isaiah 43:19 
May God continue to bless us richly. 
Revd Janice Hill,  Team Rector Maghull and Melling 
 
Janice remembered Rev Geoff Ardern, who sadly passed away in December 2019, giving thanks 
for his ministry. 

 
Any Other Business 
Geoff Walker thanked those involved in preparing and running the Annual Meeting.   
 
 
 
 
Rev Janice Hill closed the 2020 APCM with the Grace at 7.30pm  
 


