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ONLINE SERVICES 

Service Date

Service of Compline no date 120

Church to You 13.9.20 122

Church to You 20.9.20 141

Church to You 27.9.20 144

Church to You: Harvest 4.10.20 156

All Age Worship for Harvest 4.10.20 110 60 50

Church to You 11.10.20 137

Church to You 18.10.20 158

Church to You 25.10.20 190

Church to You 1.11.20 160

M and M Team Service: Remembrance Sunday 8.11.20 225

All Age Worship for Remembrance 8.11.20 132 70 62

M and M Act of Remembrance 8.11.20 123

Church to You 15.11.20 200

Church to You 22.11.20 180

Church to You:  Advent 29.11.20 160

Memorial Service (Online) 29.11.20 88

Church to You: our online service on YouTube 6.12.20 115

Church to You: our Carol  service 13.12.20 233

Church to You: our Nativity service 20.12.20 177

Church to You: Christmas Day 25.12.20 134

A Christmas Service for All Ages 14.12.20 onwards 570 260 310

Average in October without All Age as some watched both 160.25 Took off 10 as some prob went to St A’s as well so 150

for Stats for Mission

Average of ‘ordinary’ services 154.7

Average of Advent and Christmas services without All Age 140.8 and Total 704

Average of Advent and Christmas services with All Age 254.8 and Total 1274

Numbers in 
‘ordinary’ services

Numbers in 
‘special’ services

Adults in all age 
services approx

Children  in all 
age services 
approx

 
Due to the Covid Lockdown and the closure of Churches we began online 
services. This started with a live ZOOM on Maundy Thursday with agape and 
then a pre recorded online You Tube service on Easter Sunday. We continued 
with online You Tube services on weekly basis and renamed this as an ongoing 
service - Church to You. In addition to the weekly online service, we have 
added special seasonal services for schools and all age. This table shows the 
approx attendance at these services. Whilst Church to You is a team service, 
the oversight of Church to You has been taken on by St James on behalf of the 
team and St James hold the appropriate licences for this service. It is envisaged 
Church to You will continue beyond the pandemic for those at home or at 
work and not able to get to Church on a Sunday.                           Rev Janice Hill 
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Team Prayers 

 
People who come to Team Prayers come from across the team and feel 
that it is so important to meet with other Christians to pray together, as 
well as praying individually, and to seek the Lord for His will for the 
Team and His blessing for our community. Thanks to Zoom, we have 
been able to continue to meet during the lockdowns and times of 
restriction. Numbers vary but, for the regular meetings, there are 
normally six to ten of us and occasionally twelve. We held two days of 
prayer in the Summer with some Zoom sessions and times to pray on 
our own at home. Sixteen to twenty people ‘braved Zoom’ for one or 
more sessions and we believe more people joined in praying at home. 
Our times together may include some prayers for us all to say together, 
a song or hymn to watch and listen to (or sing along to, muted!), some 
verses from the bible, some pauses to reflect, some time to bring people 
or situations before the Lord whether local, national or international, and 
time to bless that week’s streets and our community in general. We also 
include any prayer events such as ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ and the ‘Call to 
Pray for the Nation’. We don’t have to be an ‘expert’ in prayer, just 
willing to listen to God and to be guided by Him. That might mean saying 
a very short prayer aloud or just saying amen to agree with another 
person’s prayer. It might even mean not saying anything! God hears the 
prayers of our heart whether expressed in words or not. 
Prayer times are advertised in the bulletin and in all four churches’ 

pages on A Church Near You website. Some are in the day and some in 

the evening and they are on different days of the week to try and enable 

more people to attend some of the sessions at least. If you would like to 

join in this way of praying, please use the contact form on the Get in 

Touch page of St James' A Church Near You pages for the Zoom details.                                                                           

  Jill Smallpage 
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Ladies Fellowship 2020/2021 
 

We were lucky enough to have a few meetings at the beginning of 2020. We 

started the year with our AGM when we decided on where to go for our usual 

belated Christmas meal out at Miller & Carter on 27th February. We had thirty 

members who attended and enjoyed themselves. We collected money between 

the members of the group and arranged to send flowers to Audrey Battersby 

who celebrated her ninetieth birthday and had been previously secretary to the 

Fellowship for many years. We were able to have our annual charity table sale, 

with proceeds being shared between Woodland Hospice and Alzheimer’s 

Society. 

We also had two brilliant talks first given by Bruce Hubbard on memorials 

around our church and Jimmy Entwistle about the Lions Club. However, sadly, 

on 21st March we had to close due to the Corona Virus and cancel our future 

speakers we had booked.  

If and when we are actually able to open again, subject to us being able to 

arrange new speakers, we would meet on the second and fourth Thursday each 

month apart from July and August. You would be made very welcome if you 

would wish to come and join us in our new sessions. 

Sandra Settle 

 
Maghull and Melling Prayer Shawl Ministry 2020-2021 

2020 has been challenging for everyone and Prayer shawl ministry has 
not physically met but many of the people who normally join us have 
used their creative skills to make baby hats, fish and chip jumpers, 
blankets adult and baby size. Although it proved a bit of a challenge to 
be able to donate these items during the pandemic we did manage to 
donate to various places. 
Many of the baby hats, cardigans and blankets went to Uganda, part of 
the Warm baby project. The adult blankets and knitted hearts have been 
regularly donated to the bereavement ward at Wigan Royal Infirmary 
and we have managed to donate some baby hats to Countess of 
Chester baby unit. Traffic light hats have been supplied to Calderdale 
hospital. 
A mixture of adult and baby items have been donated to United by Wool 
charity which sends knitted items throughout the world including the UK.  



6 

 

Lately we were able to support projects in Liverpool, knitting hats, 
scarves, wrist warmers, children and adult size for the Jewels and Love 
thy neighbour projects. Thanks to Claire Sherman for working with us 
and collecting and taking the finished items to Liverpool. 
Thanks once again to everyone who has created these garments and 
items. 
It is good to know that we can reach others we don’t know in some small 
way bringing them comfort.  
Even during a pandemic all this creative work continues still, going into 
2021. 
We pray that we continue to be creative through prayer and the work of 
the Holy Spirit and look forward with hope to being together again. 

Pat Dunbar 

 

Community Craft and Chat report 2020 

Having been appointed Pastoral Outreach Worker for the Maghull and Melling 

team I wanted to take what we do as part of Prayer Shawl ministry, its creativity 

and reach out and support the community, and offer people the opportunity to 

meet socially, share their skills and help others through their creativity 

supporting baby units, those who are bereaved, people in other countries to 

name but a few. 

The Community craft and chat group was formed and began to meet February 

2020 and what a blessing it has been during the challenges presented by the 

Covid 19 Pandemic. 

We managed to meet for 6 weeks with an average of 19 people joining at each 

meeting, not only people from our 4 churches but people from our local 

community including one of our retirement complexes.  

The bringing together of people during those 6 weeks has been key in being 

able to continue creating baby garments, hats cardigans blankets, blankets and 

knitted hearts for the bereavement ward at Wigan Royal infirmary, garments 

that have gone to Uganda. 

During 2020 knitted and crocheted hearts have been made regularly and 

donated to our local care home, Damfield Gardens and been given to those who 

have been bereaved. 

At Christmas some of our ladies Dot and Edith made 20 knitted angel tealights. 

These were given to people throughout the 4 churches and were very well 

received  



7 

 

Helene and Heather crocheted 100 stars which were distributed to Damfield 

Gardens and to members of our 4 churches with their Christmas bulletins by 

post. 

I would like to thank everyone for the continued support for our community 

both here in MAGHULL and Melling and further afield including garments 

sent to Uganda and distribution through United by Wool Charity. 

We may have only been able to meet for 6 weeks but the impact and the efforts 

of everyone involved has been immense and the creativity continues to date. 

A big thank you to each and everyone of our crafters, I don’t know all by name.  

Some people I haven’t even met. Each and every one of the items created has 

been a blessing to the people they have reached. 

We look forward with hope that we will meet again soon in person, meanwhile 

we continue to create remotely but share far and wide to show God’s love in 

action. 

Every blessing. With thanks.                                                       Pat Dunbar                                                                     

 
The Children's Society 

The last year I was asked by the Society to collect funds as usual but only if 
I felt it was safe to do so. As we were in full lockdown I only collected boxes 
from families who I was in contact with anyway plus any that phoned to 
enquire about opening. I was able to send £598.72 from these boxes to 
Headquarters at the end of January. I have since opened a few more and am 
happy to open boxes if people contact me. Hopefully at the end of this year 
when things are more normal I will be able to do a full opening. 

Chris Barnett (Box Secretary) 
 

 
Church Mission Society 

Many thanks to everyone who has supported CMS  
 

                               St Andrew’s Church Annual Tithing for 2020       £1000.00  
  

 

The Church was again able to commit to its annual tithing.   Although no longer in the West 

Lancs (formerly Ormskirk) Deanery since 2016, we have along with St Thomas Melling and 

their Bric-a-Brac Stall, continued supporting the Ormskirk Deanery CMS Sale Annual Sale 

with our Surprise Parcels Stall, and all proceeds going to CMS direct.   Sadly, the 2020 Sale 

had to be cancelled because of the CoronaVirus Pandemic.      
Rev’d Lynn Treneary, who in October 2019 was Ordained a Deacon in her Diocese of Maridi, 

in South Sudan, keeps in touch with us via her Newsletters and about her work overseas. 

Initially she was teaching English at Chaima Christian Institute, working with the evangelist 
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teams, and the Mother’s Union. Lynn made her 2nd visit to us on Wednesday 5th February 2020 

celebrating Holy Communion. She talked about what life is like for the millions of ordinary 

people in South Sudan; many in refugee camps, and where it is not looking good for the peace 

process which is spluttering. She asked for our prayers for their people who want peace and a 

quiet life to get on with the development of health, education, social services, local government.  

Over refreshments she spoke about an area of need where our church can help….” It’s very 

difficult for girls to continue their schooling because they have the cost of toiletries on top of 

fees, uniform and stationeries. I have emailed Maridi to get the exact cost but don’t know yet, 

and I think it's around $250/£193* a year.  The other case was where our Mothers Union 

sponsored 3 pupils to boarding school, but the funding suddenly stopped.   Again, I'm waiting 

to get the exact cost per year but I think it's about $500/£385* a year.  As I explained, the 

needs are very great in health, social care, and education, but I think this is an area where 

you can make a big difference in a person's life.  God bless you all for your heart to help.  

Love &  blessings Lynn….” (*as at 6th Feb 2020 $1 = £0.77p) 
Lynn returned to her home in Southport for annual leave in summer 2020 and during her time in 

Aberdeen staying with her daughter, Lynn was caught in Lockdown.   Eventually she was able 

to return to Maridi in November to take up a new administrative post assisting Bishop Moses 

and other ministry at the Cathedral in Maridi, and the churches in South Sudan. Unfortunately, 

in February 2021 she had to return to the UK for medical treatment.   We pray for God’s 

healing touch and freedom of movement.  May she remember to be still and know God’s 

presence is with her. Please pray for Lynn and for those she serves and has had to leave behind.  

I have written to Lynn but as of 20th March 2021 I have had no reply.  If I do in the meantime, I 

will hopefully be able to report at the APCM 16th May 2021. 
Unfortunately, in the past 6 years we have not held what had been our annual church CMS 

Gift Day, by way of donation envelopes/boxes, which always coincided with the nearest 

Sunday to St Andrew’s Day 30th November; neither in 2018/2019, and 2019/2020 did we 

organise any event to fundraise for Lynn. To support Lynn this approach needs reviewing but 

you can always support Lynn yourselves directly through CMS.  We have always tried to make 

clear that the church tithing and all donations direct to CMS go towards supporting the work of 

CMS which enables Lynn to work as a CMS Mission Partner,  providing for example salary, 

pension, travel, insurance, whilst any fundraising for Lynn would be for the specific projects 

mentioned above, like we did for Dr Ruth’s Clinic in Tanzania for many years. In the 

meantime, please pray how our church might help contribute in some way towards those needs 

Lynn has identified to us.  Thank You All for your support during the past 16 years, and all the 

years before as we also remember the work of the late Margaret Hill and Margaret Evans.    
God Bless you all.        

Lil Gawne - CMS Co-ordinator,  Geoff Walker -  Interim CMS Advocate  
 

Open Doors 

The organisation Open Doors seeks to bring hope and stronger faith to Christians who live in 

countries or regions where it is dangerous to claim to be a follower of Christ.   For this purpose 

it brings scripture, food, clothes and medical supplies and tremendous courage on the part of 

volunteers who are prepared to minister to those who are suffering.   Regularly Open Doors 

publishes its “World Watch List”, a list of the most dangerous or the most inhospitable 

countries where aid is most urgently needed.   For the past 20 years North Korea has stood at 

the top of this grim list. In that country thousands of true believers are in almost daily danger of 
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arrest or deportation.  Each year in January Open Doors holds a special meeting at the House of 

Commons where it presents its case to M.P.s.   Attendance at this year’s meeting was 

significantly higher than in previous years.  

Clearly Christians are a minority in a great many states and communities.   The treatment they 

receive at the hands of Islamist or totalitarian (often military) regimes varies considerably.   But 

in an alarming number they face persecution.  Examples include the Tamil believers in the 

majority Hindu society of Sri Lanka, in Mozambique, in Syria, parts of Iraq and even some 

technologically developed African societies such as Ghana and Nigeria, both of course formerly 

under British sovereignty.  The covid pandemic has in some instances (for example in Myanmar 

and Ethiopia) led to them receiving virtually no medical treatment, so suffering direct 

discrimination.   Yet there are signs of hope.   In parts of Iraq where Isis once ruled, Open 

Doors volunteers have contributed to the rebuilding of homes and church communities of some 

2,000 families, where women’s ministry often plays a vital role.   Food aid has come to some 

100,000 believers in parts of India.   Sudan has abolished the cruel punishments formerly 

applied to those who did not accept Islamic law.   

As one recent volunteer missionary in North Korea recently remarked,  “The motto for 

believers in this unhappy land is fourfold: Survive; Strengthen; Equip; Go!” 

Or as St. Paul put it in 2 Corinthians ch. 4, v 18: “We look not at the things which are seen but 

at the things which are not seen.   For the things which are seen are temporal,  but the things 

which are not seen are eternal.”                                                                               David Ward 

 
 

                                             African Pastors Fellowship 
The mission of African Pastors Fellowship is to enable African church leaders of all 
denominations to minister effectively in thriving local churches that serve flourishing 
communities.   Its usual activities include Biblical training, often through the “eVitabu” online 
technique, speaking at clergy conferences, supplying bicycles for clergy who have to travel 
across rural areas and marshalling solar power to facilitate mobile phone communication.   
Some APF staff also find themselves involved in tree planting projects in lands where 
Christians feel a very close identity bond with their homeland’s natural resources. Inevitably 
the pandemic made it impossible for any British staff to travel to scheduled African territories 
during 2020.   Yet many initiatives have continued to be applied with positive results.   Zoom 
conferences and eVitabu have continued to provide high quality Biblical training.   In Kenya 
and Uganda donations amounted to some £10,000 in 2 weeks last spring.   A successful 
campaign against locusts in Uganda and relief work after landslides in Kenya were supported 
by APF.   Zambia took the lead in distributing masks, sanitisers and in stressing the need to 
wash hands at every opportunity.   In Rwanda, a land devastated by floods in May 2020, APF 
grants went a long way towards alleviating the worst effects.   Basic items such as blankets, 
food, clothes and kitchen utensils were supplied to many of the 8,000 families made homeless 
by a disaster hardly noticed in the western media.  Tanzania has been a shining example of 
success in handling the pandemic.   Public worship has continued during the crisis, and 
Tanzania has registered fewer deaths and fewer people compelled to have long experience in 
hospital, than in neighbouring states.   The faith of African countries where the Gospel is 
preached is perhaps best summarised by Rev Francis Esomu, Principal of the Atirir Bible 
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college in Uganda.  “Our people are developing a total dependence on the God who brings life 
out of death, changing people into the image of Christ”.                                            David Ward 

 
 

 1st Maghull (St. Andrew’s) Guide Unit                                           
What a challenging year 2020 turned out to be, who would have thought we 

would be running our meetings on Zoom, and after over coming a lot of 

technical issues we have managed to keep our Girlguiding adventures alive. 

Sadly, Girlguiding in general has seen a huge decline in numbers of girls 

leaving the Organisation and having to close Units. We have lost some of our 

girls but have 

recently welcomed a new girl. 

During the year the girls have completed several challenge badges, three of 

which have been the 25 Not Out, Rainbow NHS/Keyworker Tribute and Aim 

Hi. 

Our cooking sessions have topped the list of our favourite activities. We have 

made apple crumbles, hedgehog cookies, edible campfires, lemonade fruit 

kebabs and snowmen biscuits to name a few. 

One very special and unique occasion we celebrated was when one of our 

newest members made her Promise via zoom.  

Our Christmas party saw us enjoying a quiz, Snowman Drive, crafts and even 

more food activities. 

We were still able to enjoy our annual trip to the pantomime by joining 

thousands of Girlguiding members to watch the premier of a very special virtual 

one, Sisterhood In-The-Woods. 

We have attended several virtual events organised by our County 

Commissioner, Sarah Bennett.  2 of which have been the County Sleep In, 

Sleep Out event which found our girls making sleeping areas in their homes and 

completing activities and the 2021 World Thinking Day. 

To keep the Guiding and Scouting connections with St. Andrew’s Church 

during lockdown and with the help of Rev Simon Elliott and Martin Doran we 

managed to put together virtual services for Remembrance Sunday and the Toy 

Service. It was fantastic to see so many families joining in. 

On a personal note, I was very honoured to take on the role of Maghull Division 

Commissioner, as from 1st December 2020. 
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We continue to hold virtual meetings in 2021 but hope to resume face to face 

meetings in some form in the near future.  

 Otter, Wolf, Squirrel, Badger, Tiger, Hedgehog 

8TH MAGHULL (ST ANDREW’S) BROWNIES REPORT 

Like so many organisations we were hit hard by lockdown, no longer 

able to meet in our usual meeting place with little notice, but did 

that defeat us? No, of course not, we belong to Girl Guiding so we 

adapted. 

We began zoom meetings, after all the requested form filling and 

risk assessments, at the end of April 2020.  This was definitely a 

challenge, getting to grips with new technology, both for Leaders 

and Brownies.  We are proud that we have managed to maintain our 

numbers, some do not really like zoom and that is ok. 

We learned how to adapt and play games over zoom, scavenger hunts, 

the bean game, the pillowcase game, and others.  We attempted 

some fun badges, Snap Challenge, Ladybird Challenge, Laughter 

Challenge, which most definitely cheered us all up. 

Adaptations to our Girl Guiding Programme coupled with inventive 

activity packs, has enabled our Brownies to achieve the badges and 

complete the activities required for them to earn their Gold, Silver 

and Bronze awards. 

Lots of giggling and storytelling occurred during two virtual 

sleepovers, typically not a lot of sleep. 

Our latest zoom event was for Thinking Day across Sefton County, 

there were over 300 participants joining in with singing, craft and 

more story-telling while thinking about our members across the 

world. 

With support from Martin our LML and Simon we managed a 

Remembrance Service via zoom and also our Traditional Christmas 
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Toy Service.  Lots of toys were collected at two of our team 

churches and donated to SWACA. 

We are extremely proud of the way our Brownies have adapted and 

kept the Guiding Light Shining in these difficult times and we are 

also grateful to their parents, grandparents, and others for their 

continued support. 

Our intention is, of course, to carry on delivering fun activities in a 

safe environment for our Brownies while looking forward to the time 

when we can return to face-to-face meetings as soon as it is safe to 

do so. 

8th Maghull St Andrew’s Leaders 

 

 

 Annual Report 2020 St Andrews Rainbows 
 

2020 certainly turned out to be a year like no other!   
 

The COVID-19 pandemic and it’s first lockdown on 23rd March changed the 
course of our programme forever, initially stopping us in our tracks by closing 
the doors to how we traditionally ran our weekly meetings, trips out and our 
much-loved annual Sleepover. 
But it also presented an opportunity and with some much needed “blue skype 
thinking”, the resourceful Leadership Team of Topaz, Silver, Sapphire, Otter 
and Onyx soon successfully transferred their programme onto a virtual 
platform; Zoom became the medium by which they could continue to reach 
out to their Rainbows, engaging them in what soon became a “coronacoaster” 
of guiding adventures at home for the remainder to the year. 
Before long, themed packs were being pulled together containing all the 
materials needed to complete activities to earn Challenge Badges during each 
½ term.  It quickly became apparent that Sapphire’s house was the most 
central, so is now fondly known to the Rainbows as their “click n collect” point. 
(please don’t worry all COVID social distancing rules were followed). 
An array of challenge badges were soon earned, themes of which ranged from 
an Australian Bushfire Crisis, COVID-19, NHS Rainbows and Staying Connected.  
Our much-loved Sleepover was bigger and better than normal as we 
participated in the County Sleep-Out Indoors event; this had the girls building 



13 

 

sleep areas around their home as well as singing, dancing and crafting.  Even 
the annual Christmas Pantomine went ahead – oh no it didn’t……..oh yes it 
did!!!  Girls from around the Country enjoyed Girlguiding UK’s performance of 
Sisterhood in the Wood. 
And what can we say about our virtual Promise ceremony?  Delightfully, the 
virtual platform enabled family and friends living in all parts of the country to 
zoom in and join us, a format we are seriously considering keeping going 
forward.   
To ensure we stayed connected with St Andrews Church and continued to 
think about our beliefs during the second lockdown period, Topaz teamed up 
with Rev Simon Elliott and Martin Doran to pull together a virtual version of the 
Remembrance Sunday Service and indeed a Christmas Toy Service.  It was 
truly amazing to see 30+ families from all Scout & Guides Sections on our 
screen.   
Amazingly, our virtual guiding programme success did not go unrecognised. 
One of our lovely parents nominated the Unit Leaders for the Girlguiding 
Sefton Star award.  Topaz kindly received the award on our behalf this 
February, and we are super proud to have receive it.  
Of course, none of this would have been as much fun without our enthusiastic 
parents, who zoomed in alongside their daughter and supported us each week.  
Getting to know them has been a bonus and we can’t thank them enough for 
their commitment; some very funny memories have been created along the 
way but these will remain locked in our “breakout rooms”!! 
Despite all the above being achieved, there are unfortunately always two sides 
to every coin and on the flip side of ours, membership has depleted from 45 
Rainbows across two meetings to just 9 zooming in each week.  Virtual 
meetings are a challenge to any age group and a lot of parents chose to delay 
their daughter joining us until face-to-face meetings resume. With depleted 
membership comes depleted subscription income and we cannot thank the 
PCC enough for only asking us to pay rent for the January to Easter term.  This 
single act of generosity enabled us to continue to fund the rich and varied 
programme described above. 
So, in a world that has become uncertain and perhaps a little scary for our 
Rainbows, Topaz and her team managed to provide some stability, a sense of 
normality and a huge slice of guiding fun to our little Quarantinis!! 
If COVID was an acronym viewed through the lens of St Andrews Rainbows 
Leaders, it would stand for Courage – Overcomes – Variables – In – Direction.  
We hope you enjoyed reading about how COVID gave us the opportunity to 
“go on mute” for abit but come out of our “Breakout rooms” and apply a more 
agile attitude to our guiding adventures!!! 
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                                                                                          Lisa Coleman 
 

 

Sefton North Deanery Synod (SNDS) 
The first SNDS of 2020 was scheduled for 31st March 2020 to be held at All Saints with St 

Frideswyde Crosby, to be followed on the 30th June 2020 at St Peter Formby (+ Eucharist), and 

then on 7th October 2020 at St Andrew Maghull.  Speakers booked for the March Synod were 

Rev Juliet Stephenson to talk about the Good Funeral Company, and Gordon Fath Diocese 

Resources Officer to talk about the new 2020 Church Representation Rules (CRR) and the 

changes they bring, affecting for example, the Church Electoral Roll, Annual Parochial Church 

Meeting (APCM), Parochial Church Council (PCC), Standing Committee, Deanery Synod, and 

the Joint Church Council.   Then along came the pandemic and lockdown, and all three Deanery 

Synods were cancelled, including the APCM in May, and the Archdeacon’s Visitation 

scheduled for 17th June.   
However, the General Synod did take place in February 2020 discussing matters on 

Safeguarding, Climate Emergency, two important private members motions were raised, 

namely the Windrush Generation, and Pauper’s (Public Health) Funerals.  Other matters 

included legislation, and internal business regarding Bishops Pastoral Statement about Civil 

Partnerships, The Statement and the work of the Living in Love and Faith Project, and the 

Clergy Covenant for the Care and Well-being, which has at its heart the principle of clergy and 

laity working together with clergy properly trained, equipped and resourced to care for 

themselves as well as their parishioners. One of the concerns underlying this work is the 

bullying of clergy by laity and working towards mutual respect. Gloomy statistics were debated 

about the decline in numbers of under 16’s children and young people in the CofE. And last but 

not least, changes brought about by the 2020 Church Representation Rules.    
We thank Bruce Hubbard who in 2019 had filled a lay vacancy to represent M&M and Aintree 

Churches on the SNDS Deanery. Mission., Pastoral & Standing Committee, which did meet at 

St Peter’s Vicarage Formby on 9th March, as did the Trustees of the SNDS Charity (No 

1161582). Thereafter, all committee meetings took place via ZOOM, including the SNDS on 3rd 

December 2020.    
Deanery Business includes information/news about individual churches, e.g. clergy 

appointments, and deanery/diocese specific. However, a predominant feature throughout 2020 

has been church finances.  January 2020 saw the change in the allocation of funding to 

deaneries through the Parish Share quotas, followed by the immediate concerns arising from the 

closure of churches since Lockdown was initiated on the 23rd March 2020 and the consequent 

reduction of revenue. This has arisen from the cessation of Sunday/Weekday Services, lack of 

plate collections, loss of income from church hall hire, cancellation of many weddings, 

community & social events, and a continuing need to maintain the church, hall, mission, 

grounds, and employees.  The latter facilitated by furlough.   Opening of churches for services 

and funerals has meant appropriate risk assessments and adherence to the strict covid rules in 

force at all times for both Clergy, Laity, and Congregations.    
The diocese approached the Church Commissioners to seek additional funding to resolve the 

difficulties raised by Covid-19 as many churches do not have reserve funds.  St Andrew’s did 

not qualify for Parish Share Credit Relief.  However, each church in the Deanery received 

£1,000 from the Mission & Growth Fund for connecting with parishioners and to welcome 
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them back when churches reopen, to assist with forward planning, and provide resources to 

enable this; i.e. posters/service sheets/technology.  
Representatives from the deanery churches met to review progress on meeting the criteria for 

recognition of ECO Awareness. Concerns were expressed about the difficulties of making old 

buildings environmentally friendly.  
There is a compliment in the deanery of 10.5 Clergy.  For the 2021 Parish Share, the 2020 

Parish Share figures have been used with a 1% reduction paid for by the Deanery Mission Fund.  

However, for the 2022 Parish Share a deanery strategy for the allocation of Parish Share is 

being determined during 2021 to devise a fair plan, by a special finance committee constituted 

with representatives from the deanery PCCs with the aim of finding a workable and acceptable 

fair scheme with an independent observer from another deanery in attendance.  These planning 

recommendations were put to the Zoom Deanery Synod on 3rd December 2020.    Bruce 

Hubbard kindly agreed to represent St Andrew’s PCC on the deanery finance committee, and 

was also re-elected to the Mission, Pastoral & Standing Committee to represent 

Maghull/Melling/Aintree. 
General Synod met in November 2020 and it was the first to be held online via Zoom.   
Your deanery synod lay representatives were duly re-elected October 2020 for a further 3 years 

- Helen Fawcett, Bruce Hubbard, and myself. January 2020 also saw the change in the 

allocation of funding to deaneries through the Parish Share quotas. In the meantime, please pray 

for our Ministry here in Maghull & Melling, Aintree, and the other churches in our deanery and 

across the diocese.  Thank you                                                    Geoff Walker – SNDS Rep 
 

 
CHRISTIAN AID REPORT 

Every year before Christian Aid Week, the organisation produces 

a 7-day devotional guide for its supporters and for the wider 

public.   Given the special circumstances of this year with so little 

opportunity for large-scale house-to-house collections, it may be 

appropriate to report from this year’s devotional on some 

examples of categories of people whose lives are now improving 

as a result of Christian Aid’s help alongside some of the world’s 

poorest people.  The loss of access to food and clean water is so 

often the consequence of climate change, a condition identified by 

Christian Aid as the world’s number one problem and a major 

cause of poverty world wide. In the Kitui county of Kenya, for 

example, Christian Aid has contributed to the building of a dam 

which has created a microclimate.    The extra water attracts bees 

to pollinate flowers and so produce honey that local subsistence 

farmers can sell in nearby markets.   The extra water has also 

helped to expand the numbers of goats and cattle supplying milk 

to local children, improving their general health and so helping 

them to do better at school.   The closer water supply saves hours 

of time spent formerly by women who had to travel 8 kilometres 

with their donkey to bring water home to the family.   So by 
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participating in a scheme to combat climate change, Christian Aid 

can foster greater resilience in rural populations.        David Ward 


